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Pastor³s Page 

   Reverend Robert J Dreese 

rjdreese@aol.com 

 

Once again, it has proven to work.  For ten years I have  
encouraged members to come up with new ministry ideas to  
enhance and expand our missions.  The process is that someone 
comes with an idea, it is weighed against the question, òIs this 
something Jesus would do?ó and, if the answer to the question is 
òYesó, then the church will make every effort to open the doors 
to make it work. 
 
This past month we had two tests of  this process. 
 *The first was the addition of  a second Saturday meal.  
Jason Maurer came forward with this idea.  After discussing it I 
challenged him to do two things ñ find others who will work at 
this ministry and raise the funds necessary to cover the cost of  
the first two meals.  Jason made his appeals to you, the  
congregation, and low and behold, you responded to fulfill both 
needs. 
 *The second was the musical benefit to raise funds to  
assist a local mom whose child had been taken out of  the  
country by his father to raise funds for legal costs to petition the 
court to have her son retuned.    
 
And at the end of  July we will have another test of  this process.  
Steve Wylie, who is the chair of  our Foundation and who has  
organized the Runners Feeding Others group, is attempting a 
fund raiser for our food ministries at Musica here in Akron.   
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ð Staff ð 

   Bob Dreese  Pastor               rjdreese@aol.com 

   Patricia Collins  Administrator           firstgraceucc@ameritech.net 

   Christine Wylie  Advocate for Children & Family Ministries        chrissywylie@ameritech.net 

   Lisa Slater  Advocate for Volunteers & Comm Ed.              lisafijalkowski@ameritech.net 

   Linda McCoy  Bookkeeper            lindalmccoy@ameritech.net 

   J.T. Buck  Arts Director                       jtbuck@hotmail.com 

   Molly Sullivan  Director of Child Care Center               1stgracechildcare@ameritech.net 

   Mark Smith  Maintenance Supervisor                  marksmithFGUCC@yahoo.com 

   Lloyd Strickland Advocate for Food Ministries                   lloydstrickland@ameritech.net  

   Jim Williamson  Custodian    

You can read about this event on page 12.   What is exciting about this 
event is that it is a first for us ñ reaching out to the wider Akron  
community to tell them about First Grace and our food ministries and 
to provide an opportunity for them to support this mission.  It will be 
attractive to the younger side of  Akron ñ many of  whom are eager to 
give their money to causes they know are making a difference in  
peopleõs lives. 
 
So, how about you?  The new ministries we are going to attempt at First 
Grace do not end with these.  Youõve got ideas too!  God is still  
speaking and some of  what God has to say will be channeled through 
your thoughts and efforts to be about ministry. 
 
Donõt be hesitant.  You just need to share it to begin with and if it is 
something Jesus would do, then we need to find others to support the 
ministry and figure out how to open doors to make it happen. 
 
Keep up the good work! 

        Peace,  

              Dreese 
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AMOS Child Care Center  

 330-351-5291    

Molly Sullivan, Director  

       1stgracechildcare@ameritech.net 

 

Warmest Greetings from the Childcare! 
     The childcare center has been enjoying our Indian Summer theme. We chose to 
spend the summer exploring Native American culture because of our historic location on 
the Portage Path. It turns out that three members of our staff are of Native American an-
cestry which has enriched our activities and awareness. Last week we held a naming 
ceremony where each child and staff member was given an Indian name which reflected 
something unique about their personality or life experiences. We are looking forward to 
the rest of the ñIndianò summer. 
     If you are cleaning our your living spaces this summer and you come across any of 
the following items, we would be grateful for donations to our program. The best place to 
put them is outside the childcare office door or in the church office or call me at 330-351-
5291 to make other arrangements. 

Childrenõs clothes sizes 2-6 especially stretch pants,  
      stretch shorts, shirts and socks 

Loveseat -sized couch 
Towels 
Double Stroller 
Musical Instruments 
Pillow cases or sheets 
Small Blankets 

                                                                         Respectfully,  Molly Sullivan 
 

AMOS Child Care Center  

is open for full -time and part -time care  

for infants through  

pre-school.  

Open from 6:00 am to 6::00 pm ñMonday -  Friday.  

Also Title XX eligible!  

Tell your 
Neighbors 

and 
Co-Workers 
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Christian Education  

Chrissy Wylie, Advocate for Children³s Ministries   

chrissywylie@ameritech.net   

 The church has had a lot of relationships with kids over the years. We have a couple of 
ñkidsò that we have brought up all the way through our programs. They started in after school 
and summer programs as youth, they volunteered for those programs as young teens, we hired 
them at 16 to work in those programs and then they went on to pursue their grown up life.   
 One such youth is Rinaldo Finsley. Rinaldo started coming to the church after school 
with friends in 7th grade. He kept coming to the church for youth group, for mission trips, and 
volunteer opportunities. Heôs worked for the AMOS elementary program both in the summer and 
school year programs since he was 16. He graduated from Buchtel high school valedictorian. In 
August, Rinaldo is going back for his 3rd year at North Carolina A & T State University on a full 
academic scholarship. He was saddened to receive his first ñBò this year in Principles of Ac-
counting. The second day he was back in town this summer, Rinaldo came to the church. Not to 
see how much money he would be making this year. Not to see his friends. He came to bring 
Bob his tithe.    
 Rinaldo comes from a transient living situation. One of his aunts raised him for much of 
the time we have known him. Rinaldo was never involved when other kids we knew made bad 
choices or had a run in with police, though Iôm sure he had opportunities. The discipline he 
shows, the drive, the work ethic and the determination we see from him comes as much from his 
internal self as from his external environment. We have been lucky enough to watch him grow up 
before us. We have been lucky to have influence over this extraordinary young man.  This is the 
reach of the church. It is our responsibility to the community to help mold and shape kids who, 
without the right influence might not reach their potential.   
 Now, Rinaldo is helping mold the next generation. We have a bunch of girls and one, 
lone little boy in our summer program so far this year. Roger has been a little mopey having to 
always do ñgirlò stuff. Heôs always outnumbered. And he has limited male involvement at home.  
So, Rinaldo and Roger have started spending time together each day playing games, just the 
two of them. I think Rinaldo is exactly the right person to be Rogerôs influence.   
 And the dance goes on.    

Chrissy Wylie 
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The Market Path 

  
833 W. Market St.,  

Highland Square 

Akron, Ohio  44303 

330-258-9003 

Jenni Browning  

Dae Evans 

Management Team   

Welcome to summer! Enjoy this time of sun and fun, but be safe and stay cool. 

 

Stop in the store and check out some of the wonderful fair trade items that can 

enhance your summer enjoyment and gift giving: flying frog and dragon mo-

biles from Bali, prayer flags and incense from Tibet, chimes and bells, beach 

and hobo bags, cool commuter bags, fabulous handmade soaps, healing Shea 

butter from Ghana, handmade musical instruments, world music CDs, hand 

painted pottery, chocolates, summer scarves, and of course fabulous jewelry for 

men and women from all over the world. 

 

Our beautiful cotton scarves from Nepal and Guatemala are not just a fashion 

statement ï they help shield you from the sun to prevent sunburn, and protect 

you from biting insectséand of course, they look fabulous!! 

Our handmade soaps from India and East Cleveland moisturize your skin and 

smell oh, so wonderful. Many fragrances to choose from - we even have soap 

for gardenerôs hands and one for cleaning up the kitchen. 

Hand-churned by women in Ghana, our unrefined Shea butter is known for its 

healing effects on dry skin and other skin conditions. 

 

When checking out our collection of world music CDs from Putumayo, ask us 

how you can sign up for the drawing to win a free trip for two to South Africa. 

 Nikki, our henna tattoo artist, will be back in the store on July 8 and 22 at 5:45 

with her notebook of beautiful designs from which you can choose. This is a 

great way to decorate your body with beautiful artwork ï and it is temporary, so 

you can try many different designs! 
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STORE HOURS: 
 Monday -Thursday 11 -7 pm 
 Friday & Saturday 11 -8 pm 
 Closed on Sundays in July  

 
Visit our website:        www.themarketpath.com 

It is incredible what a group of concerned people can achieve when they 

work together for love, and we, along with Sara most sincerely appreciate 

your help. We, along with Sara, thank you for your support in efforts to bring 

Eli home. Eli is the two-year old son of Sara Edwards, our local artisan, 

whose son was kidnapped by his father and taken out of the country. We are 

continuing to be a yard sale drop off spot for Saraôs next fundraiser. We cur-

rently have two gorgeous raffle items in the store, a woolen Guatemalan 

throw, and a Sari remnant bag from India, which will continue to help bring 

awareness and donations to this important cause. Check the website bringeli-

home.com for more information. 

~ ~ ~ 

Many thanks to our faithful volunteers who helped us at our off-site events in 

June, and to those of you who purchased! The Market Path was here at First 

Grace UCC on June 24, 25, and 26 during the Songs for A New World benefit 

performances, and downtown at Lock 3 for the Akron Pride A Day in the Sun 

event to benefit the Community AIDS Network. As always, you can help 

folks far and near by continuing to spread the word about fair trade and The 

Market Path.  

Stay tuned to whatôs happening at The Market Path by becoming our Face-

book fan and by consulting our website regularly. We are looking to collabo-

rate with our friendly business neighbors to bring you Music in the Square on 

July 24 ï stay tuned! 

With so many on vacation and holiday in July, including our staff, the store 

will be closed on Sundays.  
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Mission Team 

     

Linda Dreese, chair 

LCDreese@aol.com 

FOOD PANTRY 

The Food Pantry continues to serve 

people in need. The Mission Team 

opens the food  

pantry on Monday nights from 6:30 to 

7:30 p.m. It is also be open on  

Tuesdays, from 11:30 to 1:00 p.m. 

Volunteers are welcome to help. If you 

are interested, please let Linda Dreese 

know.  

 

Volunteers are also needed for daytime 

hours of the pantry. Can you volunteer 

one Tuesday each month? Call Lisa at 

330-962-4581 if you would like to  

volunteer.         

 

 

Monday Evenings  

 6:30 -7:30 pm  

 

Tuesday Mornings  

 11:30 -1:00 pm  

We are in need of boxes 
of 

kidõs cereals.  
All sizes & all flavors. 
Pop Tarts appreciated 

too!   
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We³ve Added New Saturday Lunches! 
Our Saturday Free-Lunch Program currently has 

served the last two Saturdays of each month.  

Beginning in June, we added an additional day to our 

schedule! We will be serving lunch the Second  

Saturday of each month in addition to the last two 

Saturdays! The youth will be serving the third Saturday whenever there 

are 5 Saturdays in a month. This means we will have a meal at First 

Grace every Saturday of the month except the first Saturday! We are 

currently building our second Saturday Team. If you would like to be a 

part of our volunteer team for this meal, please contact Jason Maurer 

after worship or at BJM1513@aol.com. Be sure to ask Jason for a  

Volunteer Application. 

Here³s our new schedule of Saturday Meals: 

 July 10, 17, 24 & 31    Sept. 11 , 18 & 25 

 Aug. 14, 21 & 28    Oct. 9, 16, 23 & 30 

       Nov. 13, 20 & 27 
*Schedule is subject to change. 

The Middle and High School youth groups will be 
combined for the summer meeting on  
Wednesday, 2:00 to 8:00 p m for dinner and  
activities. Middle Schoolers will also be welcome at 
the church on Tuesdays, Wednesdays & 
Thursdays, 2 -6 pm for a variety of activities, 

mission projects, field trips and membership preparation. The  
program is open to all youth group members who are or plan to be 
church members. 

   

NO YOUTH GROUPS JULY 27, 28 & 29.  

 

Registration forms are available from Chris Dreese,  
Coordinator of Youth Ministries. 


